Etheldreda  House  > 
ELY. 


K.S.  Maurice- Smith , M.R.C.S.)  L.R.C.P 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


TAYLOf?s’  Typewriting  office,  pearl  chambers  leeus.  phone  isoib 


ELY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Etheldreda 

ELY. 


: 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


- of  the  - 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


- for  the  - 


YEAR  ENDING  31st.  DECEMBER,  1937. 


K.S.  Maurice- Smith , M.R.C.S.,  L.R. 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


\ 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: - 

K.  S.  Maurice -Smith,  M.R.  C.S.,  L.R.C.P 
Etheldreda  House, 

Ely,  Camhs. 


Sanitary  Inspector : - 

A.E.  King,  M.S.E.,  F.F.A.S.,  F.F.  Sc. 
Urban  Co'uncil  Offices, 

Ely. 


Meat  Inspector; - 

'7 . Rune  iman,  M . R.  C . V . S . , 
Station  Road, 

Ely. 


( Lond) 


Etlieldreda  House, 
ELY, 

Gambs . 


To 

The  Chairman  & Members 

of  the  Ely  Urban  District  Go'uncil. 


I beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st.  December,  1937, 

SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  ^acres)  ••• 

Population  (census  1931)  ...  

” (estimated  1937)  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1937)  ... 

" ” families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931) 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Id. rate  (General  Rate). 


14,764 

8,381 

8,335 

2,565 

2,196 

£38,205 

£144.17.9. 


The  bulk  of  the  population  is  engaged  in  agriculture 
including  fruit  growing  and  market  gardening.  There  are 
also  a Beet  Sugar  Industry,  Brewery  and  Laundries. 

The  unemplo^rment  in  this  area  varies  according  to  the 
season,  being  an  agricultural  district.  Its  peak  is  in 
January  when  the  Beet  Sugar  Campaign  ends.  It  gradually 
drops  until  the  Factory  commences  in  September.  During  the 
spring  and  early  summer  men  and  women  are  wanted  for  singling 
beet,  and  in  the  market  gardens. 


Live  Births. 


Male. 


Pema  le . 


Legitimate 
Illegit imate 


52  47 

4 5 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

do . 


the  estimated  resident  population  12.9 
do.  England  & Wales  . 14.9 


Stillbirths . 


Male. 


Female . 


Legitimate . 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  still)  births.  9.2 

Deaths . 59  53 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

13.4 

do.  do.  England  Sc  Wales  12.4 


Deaths”  from  puerperal  caus e s . 

Nil 
Nil 


Puerperal  sepsis  ■ 

Other  puerperal  causes. 


Death  rat e of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age;- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  46.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births.  40.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births.  111.1 
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Deaths 

from  Cancer  (All  ages)  ...  ... 

• • • 

21 

Deaths 

from  Measles  (All  ages)  ...  ... 

• • • 

Nil 

do. 

Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  ..  ... 

• « • 

Nil 

do. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  .. 

• • • 

Nil 

Male.  F ema 1 e . 


Cancer  mortality  per  100  deaths  ... 

10.2 

28.3 

Deaths.  Total. 

Male. 

Female . 

112 

59 

53 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  district  ... 

30 

Deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in 
in  Institutions;-  18  otherwise. 

di strict 

2 

20 

Deaths  of  residents  not  registered  in 
in  Institutions:-  16  Otherwise 

district 

2. 

18 

Causes  of  Death. 

Ma  1 e . 

Female . 

.All  causes. 

59 

53 

1 . 

Typhoid  and  pa rat : fever  ...  ... 

2. 

Measle  s . ...  ...  ... 

- 

3. 

Scarlet  Pevef.  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

4. 

Whooping  Cough.  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

5. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

6. 

Influenza  .....  * . . ... 

- 

- 

7 

Enceph;  lethargica  ...  ... 

- 

- 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ...  ... 

- 

- 

9. 

Tub.  of  resp:  sys : ...  ... 

3 

2 

10. 

Other  tuberculosis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

11. 

Syphillis  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

12. 

G.  P.  I.  tabes,  etc.  ...  ... 

- 

- 

13. 

Cancer  ...  ...  ... 

6 

15 

14. 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

15. 

Cerebral,  haem:  etc.  ...  ... 

4 

7 

16. 

Heart  dis ; ...  ...  ... 

20 

16 

17. 

Aneurysm  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

18. 

Other  circ  ; dis;  ...  ...  ... 

3 

2 

19. 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ... 

1 

1 

21. 

Other  resp.  dis.  ...  ...  ... 

3. 

- 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

23. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years.  ...  ... 

- 

- 

24. 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  ... 

1 

- 

26. 

Other  liver  dis;  ...  ...  ... 

1 

27. 

Other  dig.C;  dis.  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

28. 

Ac;  & Chr.  nephritis  ...  ... 

2 

- 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

30. 

Other  puer;  dis;  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

31. 

Con;  deb;  Prem ; Birth,  etc.  ... 

3 

32. 

Senility  ...  ...  ... 

2 

1 

33. 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

34. 

Other  violence  ...  ...  ... 

2 

35. 

Other  def d ; dis;  ...  ...  ... 

4 

3 

36. 

Ill  defined  or  N. K.  ...  ... 

37. 

Diarrhoea  2 years  and  over 

- 

- 

Included  under- No.  35. 

Smallpox.  Poliomyelitis.  Polioencephalitis. 
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SECTION  B.:  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


1.  (i) 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthy-  (part  time) 

K.S.  Maurice -Smith,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R. C.P. 
Stheldreda  House, 

Sly,  Carnhs. 


Sanitary  Inspector;-  (part  time) 

A.E.  King,  M.S.E. , P.P.A.S.,  P.P.Sc.,  (Lond)., 
Urban  Council  Offices,  Ely. 

Meat  Inspector;-  (part  time) 


W.  Runciman,  M. R. C . V . S . , 
Station  Road,  Ely. 


( ii ) ( a ) Laboratory  Pacilities. 

Arrangements  are  made  by  the  Council  with; 

(i)  Clinical  Research  Association  for  examination  of 
all  swabbings  for  Diphtheria,  sputum  of  tubucle 
baccillus  blood  and  Clinical  Specimen  for  Typhoid. 
All  practitioners  in  the  area  are  supplied  with 
the  necessary  outfit. 

(ii)  Milk  examination  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Analyst  at  Cambridge. 

(iii)  Examination  of  Water  by  Messrs.  Rideal  and 
Sciver  of  Victoria  Street,  London. 


(b)  Ambulance  Pacilities; 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. 

(b)  Por  non-inf ectious 
and  accident  cases 


The  Ely  Urban  and  Rural 
& Chatteris  Urban  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  has  a 
Motor  Ambulance. 

(i)  Motor  Ambulance  for 
Urban  & Rural  cases  at 
Eire  Statioh  (U.D.C.)  Ely 


In  May  the  telephone  was  laid  on  to  the  Ambulance 
Driver's  house  in  order  to  expedite  urgent  calls, 
especially  at  night.  In  addition,  arrange- 
ments were  made  v/ith  the  Ely  Division  of  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade  to  supply  a trained  attend- 
ant throughout  the  24  hours  of  each  day  for 
transport  dut;/.  These  arrangements  have  added 
considerably  to  the  useful Iness  of  the  ambulance 
and  have  been  much  appreciated. 


(ii)  Red  Cross  Ambulance 
at  Cambridge . 

The  facilities  have  so  far  proved  adequate. 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Nature  of  the  arrangements 

in  ‘the  area. 


(i)  Three  trained  nurses  are  provided  hy  the  Ely 
Nursing  Association,  supported  hy  voluntary  - 
contr ihut ions  and  small  payments  by  patients. 

(ii)  One  trained  nurse  is  provided  by  the  Prickwillow 
Nursing  Association,  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions etc.  and  grant  by  the  County  Council. 

(iii)  Infectious  Diseases.  Nil* 

(iv)  Midwives.  -Number  practising  in  the  area. 

2 Nurse  Midwives  provided  by  the  Ely  Nursing 
Association  with  a grant  from  the  County  Council. 

1 Nurse  midwife  provided  by  Prickwillow 
Nursing  Association  with  a grant  from  the 
County  Council. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


(i)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  under  control  of 

Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council. 


(ii)  School  Clinics. 


under  control  of  isle 
of  Ely  County  Council. 


(iii)  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 


( iv ) Venereal  Disease  Clinic. 


Downham  Rd.  Ely  under 
control  of  Isle  of 
Ely  County  Co'uncil. 

Addenbrook's  Hospital 
Cambridge . 


(v)  Massage  Clinic. 


Shire  Hall,  Ely. 
Red  Cross  Society. 


(vi)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


Old  Hospital,  The 
Range,  Ely. 

Red  Cross  Society. 


( e )  Hospitals. 

Addenbrook’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

General  Hospital  for  Medical  and  stirgical  cases, 
also  Children's  wards,  etc.  etc.  This  has  now  a 
contributory  scheme. 

Tower  House  Infirmary,  Cambridge  Road,  Ely. 

Under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  of 
Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 

County  Mental  Hospital.  Fulbourne,  Near  Cambridge. 

Mental  Cases. 

Ely  Urban  & Rural  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  St. 

John^s  Road,  Ely. 

infectious  Diseases  ( Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
and  Enteric  cases),  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Ely  Urban,  Ely  Rural  and  Urban  District  of  Chatteris. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 


; 


The  supply  for  Ely  proper,  Stuntney,  Adelaide,  Prick- 
v\^illow  and  Chettisharn  is  obtained  from  the  Council’s  water- 
works at  Isleham,  12  miles  distant  from  the  chalk  bed. 
Satisfactory  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  most  of  the 
samples  from  the  service  mains  sent  for  examination,  but  on 
one  occasion,  in  July,  samples  taken  from  Station  Road  and 
Pricluwillow  Road  whov/ed  coliform  organisms  present  in  50ccs, 
although  the:/  were  absent  from  30c cs.  I do  not  consider 
that  these  samples  conformed  to  the  bacteriological  standard 
¥irhich  should  be  reasonably  demanded  from  a public  supply. 

The  reservoir  and  mains  have  been  periodically  treated 
with  Voxsan  as  a precaution.  All  tappings  of  m.ains  are  done 
with  an  under- pres sure  drill  so  that  the  risk  of  contamination 
is  reduced,  and  the  mains  are  subsequently  treated  Y>rith  Voxsan 
before  being  put  into  seri^ice.  The  whole  problem  of  efficient 
and  continuous  treatment  of  v/ater  by  the  Chloramine  process 
is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Co'uncil  on  my  recommendation, 
and  I cannot  stress  the  imiportance  which  I attach  to  som.e 
form  of  water  treatment  being  adopted  in  the  near  future  in 
order  to  act  as  an  efficient  safeguard. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  water  main  carried 
out  this  year. 


WATHJ^iORKS_. 

The  amount  of  v/ater  used  was  92,570,000  gallons,  being 
an  apparent  decrease  of  1,282,000  as  pompared  with  1936. 

Up  to  the  present  the  water  supply  has.  proved  sufficient, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  consumers  is 
increasing,  and  having  regard  to  this  fact,  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  the  original  ?/ater  scheme  was  instituted  in  1880 
when  the  population  was  smaller,  it  appears  to  me  that  with 
the  possibility  of  a dry  season,  or  seasons,  the  Council  may 
be  faced  with  the  problem,  of  obtaining  an  augmented  water 
supply  for  the  district  in  the  not  too  remote  future. 

I am  considering  carefully  the  possibility  of  contam- 
ination of  the  collecting  grounds  from  buildings  situated 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  water  i/i/orks. 

As  is  kno^wi,  there  is  an  additional  bore  hole  and 
syphon  at  the  Isleham  water  works.  The  syphon  has  not  been 
in  use  during  the  year  and  if  in  fut'ure  it  is  necessary  to 
employ  it,  careful  control  and  treatment  of  the  water  will 
be  absolutely  essential. 

No  trouble  was  experienced  at  the  ?/ater  Works  during 
the  year  with  the  exception  of  a breakdown  of  the  electric 
pump  on  account  of  a thrust  bearing  failing  on  December  8th. 
This  trouble  was  rectified  and  no  further  trouble  was 
experienced.  Occurrences  of  this  sort,  however,  tend  to 
emphasise  the  importance  of  the  plans  for  additional  water 
storage  which  are  now  under  consideration,  and'  also  the 
periodic  inspection  of  the  pumps,  etc. 
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STQRi^GE, 

'7ith  reference  to  the  question  of  additional  water 
storage,  this  matter  has  been  dis.cussed  ful  I;/-  b'"  the  Council 
and  as  a.  resul. b it  was  proposed  to  instal  an  additional 
underground  tank  to  contain  815,476  gallons,  equivalent  to 
a three  da;^^s  supply.  Plans  having  been  submitted  to  the 
iiinistry  of  flea  1th,  notice  of  public  enquiry  was  given  in 
December  1937.  The  necessity  of  this  additional  storage 
appears  to  rae  to  be  of  very  great  importance  generally. 
Submission  of  these  plans  gives  me  much  satisfaction  having 
regard  to  the  interior  of  the  water  tower  which  requirea, 
and  has  required  for  some  time  past,  drastic  treatment. 

Further,  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  the  12  inch 
pumping  main  was  laid  in  1884  and  I consider  that  a full 
examination  of  this  main  throughout  its  length  is  definitely 
indicated,  more  particularly  so  far  as  the  200  yards  w'-hich 
run  through  the  gault  at  Stuntney. 

( ii ) Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sewerage  stoppages  reported  and  reviedied  were  339,  an 
increase  of  8 on  1936. 

The  plans  for  the  new  Sewerage  Scheme  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Vvorks  are  now  before  the  Ministry  of  Health.  There 
has  been  some  delay  on  account  of  the  very  great 
difficultjf  of  obtaining  sibes  suitable  for  the  disposal 
v/orks,  but  I have  very  great  hopes  that  this  most  urgent 
problem  will  very  soon  be  dealt  w-ith.  The  importance  of 
an  efficient  and  adequate  sewerage  and  sewage  disTX)sal 
scheme  must  b©  very  apparent  to  all. 

A main  sewer  has  now  been  laid  in  the  Vineyards  on 
recommendations  made  by  me  in  April  1937. 

2 . Rivers  and  Streams:. 

.Excessive  rainfall  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year 
exercised  a very  satisfactory  scouring  of  the  rivers  , 

Following  complaints  of  noxious  smells  snd  metallic 
objects  being  affected  by  fumes  in  houses  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a manufacturing  plant,  enquiries  have  been  instituted 
to  obtain  the  necessar-g  information  v/ith  a view  to  an  abate- 
ment of  the  nuisance. 

3.  Public  Cleansing. 



(i)  Closet  Accomm.odat  ion : - Water  carriage  S'^stem. 
aibrnost  universal  in  the  City  proper,  but  earth 
closets  elsewhere. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing;-  Ordinary  street  scavenging 

is  performed  daily  by  four  men  with  ordering  barrov/s. 

Refuse  is  taken  to  a controlled  tip  at  Willow  P/alli;. 
For  house  refnse  a motor  lorry  wibh  sectionally 
hooded  top  and  three  men  make  daily  collections  in 
the  district,  so  that  total  house  refuse  of  the  cib^r 
is  collected  every  two  days.  This  v/ork  takes  place 
daily. 
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( i i i ) Sanltaiy  Inspection  of  the  Area, 


There  are  in  the  area 


9 

Bakeries  ...  ... 

(9  inspections 

made ) 

54 

Workshops  ...  ... 

( 108 

do. 

do.  ) 

10 

Pactorie  s ...  ... 

(10 

dd . 

do . ) 

9 

Workplaces  and 

Homeworkers ...  ... 

(9 

do . 

do . ) 

10 

Pried  Pish  Shops 

(30 

do . 

do)) 

9 

Slaughterhouses 

(36 

do . 

do . ) 

25 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

(75 

do . 

do.  ) 

Total  inspections  made  277. 


( h ) Numher  of  notices  served  during  the  year; 

Statutory  1.  Informal  42.  Total  43, 


All  notices  were  complied  with. 


(c)  ( iv ) Shops . Shops  Act,  1934. 
(v)  Smoke  Abatement. 


Action  taken  Nil. 
Action  taken.  Nil. 


( V 1 ) Swimming  Baths  and  Pools . 

New  Swimming  ^ool.  The  new  Swimming  Pool  was 
opened  on  the  28th  May,  and  was  greatly  apprec- 
iated, 12,491  attendances  being  recorded.  The 
Chlorination  plant  has  worked  satisfactorily. 


( V i i ) Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs . 


Action  taken. 


Nil. 


4 . Schools . 

The  following  have  been  inspected; - 
Prickvyillow:  In  Order. 


Shippea  Hill ; 

Stuntney 

Broad  Street.  Ely  ( Infants 

- Market  stree t.Ely  (Infants 
Silver  Street.  Ely  (Boys) : 

Silver  Street.  Ely  (Girls) 

Adelaide 


do . 
do . 
do. 

See  below  (Section  P) 
In  order, 
do. 
do . 


Needham's  School  Back  Hill  (Ely)  In  order. 
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SECTION  D.  - HOUSING. 


1 .  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  durinp;  the  year ; - 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  Housing  Defects 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts.  ....  ....  138 . 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose.  276 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  v/hich  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations..  1925.  ....  48 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  96 


(3)  Number  of  dvvrsllinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  9, 

.(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation ....  17 


2.  Remedy  of  .defects  without  service  of  formal  notices ; - 


Number  of  defective  dv/elling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers.  17 


3.  Action  'under  Statutory  powers  during  year; 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
Housing  Act,  1936; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs.  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
not  ices. 

( a ) By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Ovmers.  Nil. 


( b ) Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dvirelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remecSsd , ....  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices.  ....  ....  Nil 

Bj  Owners.  ....  ....  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
ovners  . 
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( c ) Proceeding; s under  Sections  11  &15  of  the  Housing; 

Act,  1956. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  In  respect  of 

xvhlch  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  In 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  ...  7 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1956. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  In  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made . ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  'under- 
ground rooms  In  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit.  , . . Nil 


4 . Housing  Act  1956,  Part  IV.  Overcrovydlng : - 

. (a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  17 

( 11 )  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein.  17 

(111)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  100-i- 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowing  reported 

during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrovjdlng 

Relieved  during  the  year.  (ten)  10 

(11)  Number  of  persons  concerned  In  such 

cases  ....  ....  ....  04*^ 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  In  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 

the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ....  Nil 


HOUSING. 

There  Is  no  doubt  that  overcrowding  has  been  much 
relieved,  but  I consider  that  greater  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  carrying  out  of  demolition  orders  and  the 
provision  of  alternative  accommodation  for  the  persons 
displaced  by  Council  houses  which  from  time  to  time 
become  available. 


SECTION  B.  - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  cowsheds  and  dairies....  ....  25 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ....  75 

Despite  many  warnings  having  been  given,  I am  far  from 
satisfied  with  the  conditions  under  which  the  City's  milk 
supply  is  produced  and  handled.  I must  therefore  repeat 
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th.e  warnings  made  in  the  previous  year,  that  unless  some  of 
the  registered  traders  do  not  make  very  considerable'  improve- 
ments in  the  cleanliness  of  their  premises,  etc.,  the  taking 
of  drastic  action  will  be  inevitable  in  the  near  future. 


MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 


7 


Cattle . 

Sheep. 

Pigs . 

Period  ending;- 

18th  January 

37 

74 

191 

15th  February 

58 

101 

257 

15th  March 

56 

84 

218 

19th  April 

70 

112 

291 

10th  May 

45 

67 

169 

7th  June 

59 

92 

235 

5th  July 

53 

101 

237 

26th  July 

43 

71 

178 

30th  August 

64 

98 

247 

27th  September 

57 

95 

213 

25th  October 

56 

90 

242 

22nd  November 

59 

72 

226 

20th  December 

66 

78 

226 

723 

1135 

'2930 

SECTION  F.  - PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Urban.  Scarlet  Fever.  60.  Diphtheria  1. 

Rural  do.  39  do.  23 


129  24. 

No  Deaths. 

6 Cases  of  Rneumonia  were  notified  and  2 deaths  . 

A supply  of  Antitoxin  is  always  available  for  Diphtheria 
cases  and  is  freely  used. 

Arrangements  are  made  by  the  Council  with  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  to  carry  out  Bacteriological 
examination  of  specimens  and  swabbing s sent  by 


Medical  Practitioners 

in  the 

District . 

Negative 

. Positive. 

Total . 

Diphtheria  - Urban  District 

89 

2 

91 

Tuberculosis  .... 

20 

5 

25 

Enteric  .... 

- 

Disinfection  of  Premises  etc.,  is  regularly  carried  out 
in  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  and  in  other 
cases  when  requested.  Clothing  and  bedding  are 
disinfected  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 


during  the  year  1955. 


Disease . 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital . 

Total 
Deaths . 

Small -pox 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever. 

60 

60 

- 

Diphtheria . 

2 

2 

- 

Enteric  teireT 
( including  Paratyphoid) 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

. Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

2 

Other  diseases  ^enerall 
notifiable:  Chicken  pox 

y 

7 

•• 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

Other  diseases  notifia- 
ble locally;  Erysipelas 

5 

- 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

- 
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AivAT.YfiT^^  OF  TOTAL  IIOTIPIED  CASES  ACCORDING 

TO...  AGE^ 


-- 

Scarlet i 
Fever. 

i 

Pneumonia . 

Erys ipela  s . 

Chioken 

Pox 

Under  1 

year 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4 

4 

- 

_ 

1 

I 

4 

- 

5 

8 

_ 

2 

i 

! 

5 

- 

10 

37 

1 

1 

2 

10 

- 

15 

6 

- 

15 

- 

20 

1 

1 

20 

- 

35 

2 

1 

1 

- 

35 

- 

45 

- 

- 

- 

i 

46 

- 

65 

- 

1 

2 

- 

65 

& 

over 

- 

2 

1 

- 

i 

TOTAL. 

60 

6 

5 

7 

II^IFECTIQUS  DISEASES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  that  there  was  a 
Scarlet  Fever  epidemic  of  sane  severity  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  which  affected  the  rural  district  as  well 
as  the  Urban.  Fortunately,  the  cases  w/ere  all  of  a very  mild 
type  and  there  were  no  fatalities.  An  examination  of  the 
Urban  cases  concerned  did  not  show  any  definite  common  factor 
as  being  causative,  e.g.  milk  suppl:/.  The  only  factor  which 
appears  to  m.e  to  be  of  any  significance  and  which  arises  from 
a study  of  the  cases,  is  the  fact  that  61  per  cent  of  the 
children  involved  w^ere  of  the  ages  between  5 and  10,  and  that 
over  50  per  cent  of  the  children  attended  the  National  School 
in  Market  Street,  Ely.  I am  full^?-  aware  that  the  majority  of 
these  children  are  of  an  '' epidemic-prone"  age,  and  therefore 
it  should  be  quite  obvious  that  the^?-  should  be  housed  for 
educational  purposes  under  as  hygenic  conditions  as  possible. 
The  Market  Street  buildings  are  inadequate,  badly  lit,  and 
vent ilated  with  inadequate  v/indov/s  and  are  without  adequate 
sanitary  provision.  I consider  that  for  children  of  a tender 
age,  these  buildings  are  a disgrace  to  a town  the  size  of  Ely. 
I wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  authorities  concerned  to 
the  necessity  of  proper  hygenic  conditions  under  which  the 
younger  children  in  Ely  should  be  educated.  remarks  are 

even  more  cogent  when  it  i?^  remembered  the  much  different 
conditions  under  which  children  are  educated  in  other  parts 
of  the  Isle. 
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In  addition  to  the  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic  in  the 
town  during  1937,  there  were  also  epidemics  of  measles  and 
mumps,  both  these  epidemics  striking  very  heavily  the  5 to 
10  ^rears  of  age  groups  of  children. 


PREVENTION  OP  BLINDNESS. 


Action  taken  'under  S.  66  of  the  Public  Health 


Act  1925. 


Nil. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


NS//  CASES  AND  MORTALITY. 


i 

1 

Age 

I Periods. 

I 

1 

New 

Cases 

Deaths . 

Respiratory. 

Non- respirator;/. 

Respiratory, 

Non- respiratory 

1 

1 

j 

M. 

P. 

[ 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

i 

M.  1 P 

i 

1 

1 0 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

i 

1 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

** 

i ' 

i 

1 1 

i 5 

i 

- 

- 

4 

1 

1 - 

1 

- 

j i 

" i " 1 

15 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

i 

! 25 

1 

- 

1 

- 

i 

1 

35 

! 

~ 

- 

1 

1 

■■  i " i 

I 

1 

! 45 

1 

- 

i 

j 

’ 

1 

1 

: 55 

: 

1 

- 

i ^ 

_ 

1 

i 

65  and 

1 

1 

1 

. 

upwards 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

2 

1 

1 

4 ! 3 

2 

p BTAILS  OF  LATER  SUPPLY. 


; 

WELL 

LEVEL. 

v/ater.  ! 

! 

Rainfall.^ 

Rest 

Pump 

ConsumDtion  { 

I 

Peet  above  O.D 

Peet  above  O.D 

1,000's  of  1 

! 

1 

gallons.  ' 

iJan  4.  1936 

0.55  in 

7 

3 

1674 

Jan  11.  - 

0 .56 

7 

3 

1768 

- 13  - 

0.20 

8 

4.5 

1824 

- 25  - 

0.  IG 

<7 

O 

4.5 

1510 

Peh  1 - 

1.13 

3.5 

5 

1751 

8 - 

1.36 

10.5 

7.5 

1727 

- 15  - 

0.00 

10 . 5 

8 

1440 

- 22  - 

0.58 

11 

8 

1714 

- 28  - 

0 . 58 

11 

8 

1692 

4a  r ' 6 

0.46 

11 

8 

1651 

- 13  - 

0.10 

11 

8 

1635 

- 21  - 

0.00 

11 

8 

1692 

- 27  - 

0.10 

11 

8 

1723  1 

April  3 

0.47 

11 

8 

1690 

- 10  - 

0.00 

11 

8 

1810 

] - 17  - 

0.30 

11 

8 

1696 

- 25 

0.43 

11 

8 

1695 
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DETAILS  OF  mT.SR  SUPPLY  (Gontd). 


r 

j Rainfall . 
j Ins. 

WELL  LEVEL. 

Rest  j Pump 

Feet  above  O.D  | Feet  above  O.D 

Water  Consumption 
1,000's  of  Gallons. 

May  1 1936. 

i 

1 

1 0.27  in 

11 

8 

1694 

8 - 

: 0.02 

11 

8 

1774 

- 16  - 

0.02 

9.5 

6 . 5 

1119 

- 23  - 

0.17 

9 

5.5 

2119 

- 30  - 

0.22 

9 

5 

1733 

June  5 

1.24 

8.5 

5 

1692 

- 12  - 

0.09 

8.5 

5 

1753 

- 19 

0.68 

8.5 

5 

1917 

- 26  - 

1.04 

8.5 

5 

1974 

July  3 

0.94 

8.5 

5 

1789 

- 10  - 

1.80 

8.5 

4 

1869 

- 17  - 

1.67 

8.5 

4 

1824 

- 24  - 

0.29 

8.5 

4 

1863 

- 31  - 

0.99 

8.5 

4 

1858 

Aug . 7 - 

0.57 

8.5 

4 

1782 

- 14  - 

• 0.32 

8.5 

4 

1770 

- 21  - 

0.20 

8.5 

4 

1842 

- 28  - 

0.00 

8 

3 

1964 

Sept. 4 

0.50 

8. 

3 

1902 

- 11  - 

0.67 

8 

3 

1839 

- 18  - 

0.16 

8 

3 

1871 

- 25  - 

1.50 

8 

3 

1469 

Oct . 2 

0.32 

8 

3; 

1744 

9 - 

0.00 

8 

2.5 

1992 

- 16  - 

0.25 

8 

2.5 

1835 

- 23  - 

0.27 

7.5 

2.5 

1867 

- 30  - 

0.60 

7.5 

2.5 

1735 

Ifov.  6 

0.81 

7.5 

2.5 

1851 

- 13  - 

0.60 

7.5 

2.5 

1746 

- 20  - 

1.06 

7.5 

2.5 

1806 

- 27  - 

0.02 

7.5 

2.5 

1871 

Dec.  4 

0.56 

7.5 

2.5 

1935 

- 11  - 

0.38 

7.5 

2.5 

1974 

■-  18  - 

0.32 

7.5 

2.5 

1882 

- 25  - 

0.11 

7.5 

2 . 5 

1845 

(15) 


DETAILS  OF  'iTATEm  SUPPLY.  (Contd). 


I 

1 Rainfall, 
Ins . 

WELL 

LEVEL. 

1 

1 

I Water  Consumption 
loco’s  of  Gallons. 

Rest 

Feet  above  O.D 

Pump 

Feet  above  O.D 

Jan  1 . 

1937 

1 0.18 

8 

3.5 

1 1960 

8 

- 

! 0.36 

8 

3.5 

1 1873 

- 15 

- 

! 0.25 

8.5 

4.5 

1874 

- 22 

- 

0.83 

8.5 

4.0 

1887 

- 29 

- 

0.77 

9 

5 

1923 

Feb  5 

- 

0 . 96 

9.5 

6 

1939 

- 12 

- 

0.40 

10 

6 . 5 

1954 

- 19 

- 

0.67 

10.5 

7 

1666 

- 26 

- 

0.71 

10.5 

7 

1755 

Ma  r 5 

0.44 

11 

8 

1703 

- 12 

- 

1.30 

11 

8 

1703 

- 19 

- 

1.01 

11.5 

9 

1704 

- 26 

- 

0.23 

12.5 

9,5 

1705 

Apl  2 

- 

0.03 

12.5 

9.5 

1750 

9 

- 

0.26 

12.5 

9.5 

1752 

- 16 

- 

0.62 

12 

9 

1730 

- 23 

- 

1.43 

11.5 

8.5 

1740 

- 30 

. 0.20 

11.5 

8.5 

1692 

May  7 

0.24 

11 

8 

1781 

- 14 

- 

0.74 

11 

8 

1749 

- 21 

- 

0.80 

11 

8 

1938 

- 28 

0.20 

11 

8 

2145 

June  4 

- 

0.00 

10.5 

7.5 

2032 

- 11 

- 

0.34 

10.5 

7.5 

1972 

- 18 

- 

0.75 

10 

7 

1916 

- 25 

0.54 

10 

7 

1842 

Julv  2 

- 

0.04 

10 

7 

1978 

9 

- 

0.27 

9.5 

6.5 

1894 

- 16 

- 

1.38 

9.5 

6 

1905 

- 23 

- 

0.34 

9 

5.5 

2002 

- 30 

- 

0.16 

9 

5 

2012 

Aug  6 

0.00 

8.5 

4.5 

1983 

- 13 

0.02 

8.5 

4 

2087 

- 20 

0.90 

8 

4 

1895 

- 27 

- 

0.38 

8 

3.5 

1931 

Sept  3 

- 

0.02 

8 

3 

1904 

- 10 

- 

0.08 

8 

3 

1870 

- 17 

- 

0.41 

7.5 

2 

1975 

- 24 

- 

1.45 

7.5 

2 

1933 

Oct . 1 

- 

0.10 

7 

1 

1991 

8 

- 

0.00 

7 

1 

2129 

- 15 

0,02 

7 

1 

2018 

- 22 

0.00 

7 

0 

1954 

- 29 

1.54 

7 

0 

2168 

Nov.  5 

- 

0.44  i 

'7 

0 

1990 

- 12 

- 

0.30 

7 

- 0.5 

2011 

- 19 

0.32 

6.5 

- 1.0 

1939 

- 26 

** 

0.34 

6,5 

1.0  1 

2253 

Dec . 3 

1.16 

6.5 

- 1.5 

3102 

- 10 

• 0.52 

6.5 

" 1,0  1 

2021 

- 17 

- 

0.50  1 

6.5 

1.0  1 

2176 

- 24 

- 

0.07  ! 

8 1 

2.5  1 

2084 

- 31 

- 

0.00  i 

I 

^ i 

3 ! 

2045 

1 


Gentleme  n, 

I Beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K. S.  MAURICE- SMITH,  M.K. C.S. 

L.  R.C.P. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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